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Appeal re Mobile Phone Safety.

Dear Parent / Carer,

Enfield Borough Police Safer Schools Partnership unit is a dedicated unit of police officers based in all secondary school across Enfield who work closely with the Head teachers, Principals and pupils. We have forged a close working relationship with all students, some on a more individual basis.  
One of our main focus areas is to enhance the safety of young people both in and out of the school environment, dissuading youngsters from offending or from being victims of crime encouraging young people to develop their skills, self-confidence and esteem.  
Head teachers and police regularly liaise regarding situations that occur around the school and those within the community, which may involve young people who are pupils of Enfield Schools. Occasionally these incidents may involve elements of violence towards one another or incidents which directly impact on young people. I want to reassure you that Enfield borough remains a “Safe” borough and that in the main 99% of young people are positive, law abiding people bringing a valuable dynamic to the borough and their schools. However there is a very small minority intent in causing alarm and distress to others. 

Enfield is seeing an increase in Mobile Phone robberies particularly of Blackberry phones, I am certain this is due to the BBM system contained within. Since the start of this academic year (01/09/2010) 47% of all personal robberies in Enfield have been against children aged between 11 and 16. Of those 57% have had a mobile phone taken and, of those, 64% were Blackberries. Most offences occur between 1500 and 1700 hours on the way home from school.
From all schools, with the exception of Latymer School, a pupil is at least twice as likely to have a Blackberry taken during a robbery as any other mobile phone. At Latymer School Blackberry, Nokia and Samsung phones are stolen in equal number.
The reason for my taking this unusual step of writing to you is to make an appeal, an appeal to work with us and ensure that you consider the necessity of giving your son/ daughter such a device. If it is necessary, then please apply the following simple basic Crime Prevention advice:

· Please register your handset and its IMEI (dial *#06# to obtain this) on www.immobilise.com
· Ensure your son / daughter uses their handset safely avoiding unnecessary use and showing the handset off.

· Be aware of their surroundings and who is approaching them.

Finally I would like to thank you in advance, and to wish you a safe summer holidays.

PS Neil Standring 
Enfield Police Youth & Partnership Team
